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Dear !ntervisiE reader,

After two years of covid restrictions and lockdowns, this year, the 19th board (both the 
first and the second-semester boards) focused on returning to the old normal. The time 
of online workshops and organizing get-togethers over Teams was over and instead, we 
were once again able to organize real-life events. This was obviously much appreciat-
ed by many students. Therefore, the board tried to organize as many educational (and 
non-educational) events as possible. 

While it seems like the pandemic is behind us, and it will hopefully stay there, the de-
velopments of the last few years have brought forward several other challenging crises. 
From labor shortages to the nitrogen crisis, the future of the built environment sector will 
require adaptation. To create an overview, and provide some perspective, this edition of 
!ntervisiE will address the topic of crisis control.  

With this edition of !ntervisiE both iterations of the 19th board hope to inform our readers 
on how the built environment sectors are responding to the plethora of crises they face.  
Witteveen en Bos will explain how they deal with the nitrogen crisis. Bulsink will elabo-
rate on its sustainability approach. Besides this, Robin Pronk will tell his story of how he 
manages personal study-related crises. Two of our alumni will tell their stories about their 
lives after CME and give some advice to the current batch of CME students. Finally, on a 
different note, an overview is given of the study trip to Athens organized by of CoUrsE 
last May. 

I hope that you will enjoy reading this year’s !ntervisiE. 

Sincerely,

Bart van der Cammen, Chief editor 
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the study association of the master track 
Construction Management & Engineering 
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Technology.
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Reasons to study CME
The scientific and social relevance of the CME program is 

beyond doubt and offers long-lasting career opportunities for 
CME graduates of the TU/e. CME graduates find jobs at: engi-
neering consultancy offices, governmental institutes, start-
ups, and contractors. This applies to all students, irrespective 
where they come from, because the CME program has a very 
international scope. These prospects are evidenced by the CME 
alumni association.

CME at TU/e has a unique position, not only in terms of its 
existence in the Netherlands, but also in terms of its scientific 
embedding at TU/e. It involves a cooperation between two do-
mains of science: Built Environment and Industrial Engineering 
& Innovation Sciences.

Research
The CME program has a clear scientific signature: strong in-

volvement with research activities, organized and captured 
within two research schools: DDSS and Beta. CME students can 
be involved in state-of-the-art research projects, often funded 
from EU and national research funds or from industry, and 
learn from top researchers in the field.

References
Master Construction Management and Engineering. Re-

trieved September 21, 2021, from https://www.tue.nl/en/
education/graduate-school/master-construction-manage-
ment-and-engineering/

CME at TU/e
An interdepartmental program between the Built Environ-

ment (BE) and Industrial Engineering & Innovation Sciences 
(IE&IS) departments, the CME program possess a distinctive 
research-driven and project-oriented approach to education. 
You will use a combination of urban/building sciences and 
management and innovation sciences to develop solutions for 
smart urban development.

Focus at TU/e
Our Construction Management and Engineering program 

anticipates that change by exploring the area between ‘con-
struction engineering’ and ‘scientific management and eco-
nomics’. It focuses on the management and implementation 
of urban development processes with an emphasis on smart 
cities. In particular, it looks at: 

City Information Management (CIM): considering the emer-
ging field of urban informatics (including geospatial data, sen-
sor data, 3D city data, etc.), creating virtual representations of 
cities with real-time connections to the physical world and its 
inhabitants, catering to various stakeholders such as municip-
alities, citizens, architects, urban planners, transport engineers, 
and construction companies, to make informed decisions 
using urban analytics in the context of smart cities.
 
Building Information Management (BIM): handling and mana-
ging building information throughout the building life cycle, 
improving the Architecture, Engineering, Construction, opera-
tion, and demolishment process, using both static data (inclu-
ding building models, point clouds) and dynamic data (inclu-
ding sensor data, IoT) allowing for the creation of digital twins 
of buildings and its occupants, and real-time data processing 
employing AI technology in the context of smart buildings.

Master of Science (MSc) in Construction Management and Engineering (CME) is a two-year master’s programme taught in 
English. It addresses the increasing need for reforms within the architectural, engineering and construction (AEC) industry. The 
CME program is a 4TU program given at TU Eindhoven, TU Delft, and TU Twente and does not include the Wageningen Univer-
sity of Research. (“Education | of CoUrsE!,” n.d.)

4TU.MSc in Construction Management and Engineering

CME Information Package

ABOUT CME
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Returning to normal

of CoUrsE!THE 19TH BOARD OF - 

4TU.MSc in Construction Management and Engineering

CME Information Package

Dear reader,

My name is Sietse Touker. I am currently in my first year of my master Urban Systems and Real Estate. I joined of CoUrsE! back 
in early 2021 during my premaster to work on !ntervisiE and the website. During the second half of this academic year, I took 
over the role of chairperson, while still managing the website. 

Together with Janneke Bosma as Commissioner of Public Relations, Bart van der Cammen as Treasurer and Commissioner of 
!ntervisiE, Robin Pronk as Commissioner of Internal Relations and Education, Amirhassan Beykian as Commissioner of Digital 
Communications, and Jean van der Meer as Secretary we form the second half of the 19th board.  

As all covid related restrictions were lifted during the second half of the academic year, of CoUrsE! was finally able to unrestric-
tedly organize activities again, including our first study trip in several years! All in all, I can safely say that this year was quite 
a rewarding year. 

We are excited about the next academic year which will also be of CoUrsE!’s fourth lustrum year. Stay tuned for more updates 
on this!

Sietse Touker
Chairperson
19th (and a half ) board of CoUrsE!
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EVENTS OF THE 19TH BOARD

Master 
introduction 2022

After two years of interrupted plans, canceled events, and online drinks, many things were once again possible. Despite still 
being somewhat hampered by a few months of lockdown and restrictions, which caused several events to be postponed, this 
board managed to organize many fun and educational events. 

Below you will find a snapshot of some of the different types of activities that were organized for our students this last year. 

1
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Dinner BouleBar

3

2

Q1 Drinks
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4

Brink Workshop

5

Constitution Drinks 19th board
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Linked-Data workshop 
Bim-Connected

Time Management 
Workshop YER

7

6

8

Outer Space Party
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TWENTY YEARS OF !NTERVISIE(?)
Here at Construction Management and Engineering we can do all sorts of difficult things. However, counting to twenty 
is apparently a challenge. While this edition of Intervisie is officially denoted as its twentieth anniversary, it is in fact only 
the eithteenth year since the first edition of Intervisie was published. However, here at of CoUrsE, we like to embrace our 
mistakes. Therefore, we proudly present this overview celebrating (almost) twenty years of our associations magazine.  

2004
First ever 
!ntervisiE

2008
First standardized layout
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2022

2011
New standardized layout

2013
!ntervisiE 

goes English
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My name is Robin and I am 24 years old. Within the board of OfCoUrse! I am the commissioner of Internal 
Relations and Education. This year I started with my master track Urban Systems and Real Estate which, at 
its core, is closely related to the Construction Management and Engineering master track. This year I started 
with my premaster, and later with the actual master of USRE. The premaster is a requirement if you did an 
HBO bachelor instead of a WO bachelor.  

To me, crisis control is mostly about putting a 
problem into perspective. A problem will only be 
as big as you let it be. The more energy you put into 
focusing on it being a problem the less energy you 
spent on fixing the issue at hand. Simply starting to 
work and keep working on the issue will solve most 
problems. That only counts for problems though, 
a crisis however, can be a whole different beast.

As part of the premaster, which I started last September, 
a certain mandatory course called ‘’Calculus and 
probability’’ started creating crises quite early on. 
The premaster is meant for HBO bachelors to make 
sure we can start the master with the same working 
knowledge as WO bachelor students. The leap we had 
to take however for calculus was immense. During 
my bachelor there only ever was a little bit of calculus 
and all of it was at a lower level than required at TU/e. 
Furthermore, calculus had never been my strong suit. 
The difference in difficulty was obvious from day 1 of the 
course. It became clear that just following the course 
and working on the mandatory assignments would 
never be enough. In the first and second quartile, we 
would follow three courses in total. These two quartiles 
however ended up being fully taken over by calculus. 
The first examination would not be a success, the 
second eventually was. This semester I would design 
my study-shedule around the following points to 
make sure I would pull through with the desired result:

                •  Strict time management
                •  Prioritizing the different courses
                •  Organizing your weeks and days specifically

As early as the first week I would start following weekly 
tutoring lessons for the course and spending at least 2,5 
days per week on making assignments for the course. 
If you do some quick calculus you’ll realize this only 
leaves another 2,5 days for the other two full courses. 
To make this work I had to make a very strict plan for 
these courses in order to not fail these and have a very 

miserable start to the premaster. I would end up making 
it through these two courses on the first try. However, 
as stated, I would end up failing calculus on the first try. 
In the second quartile, things would start getting even 
more tricky with time management. We were following 
three brand new courses, while I also had to continue 
my calculus tutoring lessons and assignments. These 
three new courses would again hold a lower priority 
compared to calculus. After all, you had to fully finish 
the premaster in order to start the master track. I would 
still spend at least two days a week on calculus tutoring 
lessons and assignments. This left me with only three 
days for the three new courses. This would mean, again, 
needing very deliberate time management. This started 
getting more difficult with group projects as some 
students had finished the calculus course and wanted 
to spend more time on the new courses. This would of 
course create a little bit of friction as well. With deadline 
season and the re-sit for calculus creeping up, things 
started becoming quite close to crisis mode since I of 
course wanted to make sure I could finish my premaster 
within half a year. This would end up meaning spending 
very little time on fun activities and a whole lot of time 
on school stuff. These last weeks of the semester would 
end up costing a lot of energy. So much so that I would 
not be productive at all in the first couple of weeks of 
the following quartile. After spending all this time on 
calculus, following all the tutoring hours, and doing all 
assignments I could find under the sun, I would end up 
finishing the course with a meager 5.5. A small result 
after all the effort that had been put into this over the 
course of half a year, but a students’ 10 nonetheless.

Calculus crisis: Robin Pronk

Robin Pronk
Commissioner of Internal relations 

and Education 
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Nitrogen deposition and its effects
The nitrogen crisis is not a new phenomenon: back in the 
1970s, scientists were already publishing articles on Europe’s 
deteriorating natural environment due to nitrogen deposition 
resulting from human activities. Many plant and animal 
species important for the preservation of ecosystems were in 
danger of becoming extinct. With the Birds Directive (1979) 
and the Habitats Directive (1992), certain areas – the Natura 
2000 areas – were designated nature reserves and came under 
strict protection at a European level. There are 162 Natura 
2000 areas in the Netherlands; the European directives to 
protect these areas have been enacted in Dutch law as the 
Nature Conservation Act. With this act, the Netherlands has 
made a legal commitment to caring for these nature reserves.
Negative effects that are to be avoided on Natura 2000 
sites include (terrestrial) eutrophication and acidification. 
These are caused, among other things, by the precipitation 
of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and ammonia (NH3). Nitrogen 
oxides are released by combustion processes, whereas 

ammonia is primarily produced by farm animals. The soil 
on which nitrogen deposition occurs is enriched with 
nutrients, resulting in the supplanting of plants that thrive 
in nutrient-poor soils by species better suited to rich 
soils. This leads to the ‘grassing over’ of nature, where the 
plants that thrive in nutrient-poor soils and the animals 
that depend on them disappear and biodiversity declines.  

The situation in the Netherlands
The situation surrounding nitrogen in the Netherlands is 
unique compared to the rest of Europe. For a relatively small 
country, there is a lot going on: large-scale industrial and 
business parks have been built – including the necessary 
road, rail and shipping infrastructure – a shipping port 
and an airport can be found that are among the largest on 
the continent, and urban areas continue to expand and 
densify as a result of population growth. The Netherlands 
is also the second largest agricultural exporter in the world. 
All these activities result in high NOx and NH3 emissions.

A Short Summary on the Dutch 

Nitrogen Crisis

Witteveen + Bos Raadgevende Ingenieurs B.V. July 2022

The nitrogen crisis has been ongoing for 3 years in the Netherlands, without showing signs of being resolved 
anytime soon. Permit applications for housing, infrastructure and industries have been frustrated or even 
terminated. Extensive lawsuits between environmental associations and the government are being waged. 
And large groups of farmers have taken to the streets to protest. How did the Netherlands wind up in this 
crisis? Why is too much nitrogen deposition a problem, and how do we as Witteveen+Bos help our clients?
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Initially it was thought that the country’s strong economic 
growth could be combined with the preservation and 
improvement of Natura 2000 areas. At the beginning of this 
century, however, projects were already being stopped by the 
courts due to the poor state of the natural environment. In 
order to both improve the permit process and kick-start the 
restoration of nature, the Integrated Approach to Nitrogen 
(PAS) program was established. PAS made it possible for 
projects to be immediately approved, with the government 
vowing to address nature compensation in the future. 
The technical measures that were chosen, however – such 
as air filters and low-emission livestock barns – turned 
out to be insufficient and the economic crisis meant that 
various nature restoration projects were cut back. The 
promised improvements failed to materialize and the natural 
environment deteriorated even further, resulting in Dutch 
nature now being one of the worst in Europe. In May 2019, 
therefore, the courts nullified PAS, meaning it could no longer 
serve as a basis for granting permission for plans and projects.

After PAS
When PAS was nullified, thousands of projects immediately 
came to a halt, including large and urgent infrastructure 
projects, dyke reinforcements, housing developments and 
renewable energy projects. With new laws and regulations – 
including the ‘Wet stikstofreductie en natuurherstel’ and the 
‘Provinciale beleidsregels salderen’ – the Netherlands is trying 
to build up momentum again. This is proceeding with great 
difficulty: the implementation of legally dubious ‘solutions’, 
a constant stream of legal actions and changing scientific 
insights, and repeated adjustments to the government’s 
official calculation tool (AERIUS) mean that the requirements 
for obtaining permits for projects are constantly changing. It 
is like playing billiards on a swaying ship. With the publication 
of a memorandum announcing a national program for rural 
areas and a dedicated minister for nature and nitrogen, 
a more structural solution seems to have been found. 
Nevertheless, it was immediately greeted by a new wave of 
farmers’ protests, which illustrates that the nitrogen issue 

has not yet been resolved and will likely lead to frequent, 
heated discussions and debates in the years to come.

Our contribution as Witteveen+Bos
The developments in the nitrogen issue have direct 
consequences for Witteveen+Bos as a consultancy and 
engineering firm, too. Projects can only go ahead if it has been 
determined beforehand that emissions from the project will 
not significantly contribute to further deterioration of Natura 
2000 areas. The nitrogen issue challenges us, therefore, to 
advise our clients on the topic in the early stages of a project, 
when many things are still unclear or unknown. In exploring 
case law, performing both preliminary and definitive AERIUS 
calculations and conducting ecological assessments, we 
provide clear and comprehensive advice on the risks and 
feasibility of a project in terms of nitrogen deposition. 
We also provide policymakers with solutions amidst the 
increasing workloads of governments; we develop nitrogen 
deposition dashboards that make the deposition of various 
activities and proposed measures easy to calculate; we carry 
out barn emission measurements to help more accurately 
model livestock farming; and we apply sustainable design 
principles to minimize nitrogen emissions from the start. 
The Netherlands needs to start restoring nature so that 
the capacity is created, on a structural level, for both 
necessary and desirable new activities to go ahead and 
allow other major challenges such as climate adaptation, 
the energy transition and the housing shortage to be 
addressed. Witteveen+Bos is taking up the gauntlet as a 
leading engineering and consultancy firm and making our 
contribution. At the same time, the complex issue of nitrogen, 
the variety of possible perspectives, and the opportunity 
to provide advice on important strategic choices all make 
working at our firm even more challenging and attractive. 

Pascal Fouraschen
Advisor air quality and health

at Witteveen+Bos
pascal.fouraschen@witteveenbos.com

Erik Logeman 
Advisor air quality and health

at Witteveen+Bos
erik.logemann@witteveenbos.com

Witteveen + Bos raadgevende ingenieurs b.v.
Stationsweg 5

po box 3465 | 4800 DL Breda
+31 (0)76 523 33 33

www.witteveenbos.com
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What do you mean by a three-line approach? 

“I think sustainability can be improved in the construction 
process on three different levels, or along three different lines.”

“Discussions about sustainability are often restricted to 
the third line because it is the most obvious level. The 
installation of LED lighting, for example, replacing a 
boiler with a heat pump system, or the extent to which 
construction materials are produced environmentally-
friendly. Sustainability, however, starts earlier in the process.” 

Counting down from three, could you define the second 
and first line? 

“The second line is demountable construction, with reusable 
materials. I am convinced that in a few years we will look 
back in amazement at the days when we simply discarded 
things. That has nothing to do with costs and everything 
to do with intrinsic motivation: I want to prevent waste.”

“The first line is to consider reusing existing basic 
structures as a whole. If a façade is still good, that’s great. 

So why not use that as a starting point for our design?” 

“Every building team should ask itself those three questions, 
in this order. One: what does not require replacement? Two: 
how can I reuse the materials I bring into the process. And 
three: how can I make the most environmentally-friendly 
and energy-efficient choices in non-reusable materials?”  

Ultimately, it is the customer who decides. How do you 
help – or convince – customers to make sustainable 
choices? 

“By showing where and how they can add value to 
their projects. By offering well-thought-out sustainable 
options. And by simply posing the question: on which 
points are you willing to make sustainable choices?” 

“With every project, we try to surprise our customers 
by doing or suggesting something that they hadn’t 
thought about themselves. That little bit extra can also 
be something in the field of sustainability. It is a way to 
introduce sustainability through inspiration; a way to 
shape sustainability through our core values.”

Sustainability has an important place in the curricula of today’s construction and engineering courses. 
But how do today’s construction companies actually view the subject? At Bulsink, an internationally 
operating general contractor, they rely on what they call a “three-line approach”. Operations 
Manager Ronald Geus explains what he means by this approach and what he wants to achieve with it.

Sustainability in 

Construction: A three-line 

approach

Bulsink B.V. July 2022
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Bulsink B.V.
Ekkersrijt 7005
5692 HB Son
+31 (0)40 280 8919
www.bulsink.com

About Bulsink
Under the motto “Building Ambitions”, Bulsink uses its construction and engineering knowledge to help customers create, 
monitor and optimise their concepts. As a general contractor, it takes full responsibility for projects, focusing on five main 
markets: retail, hospitality, leisure, office and care. Bulsink uses advanced digital tools throughout the building process. 
From virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) to webcams at the construction site to monitor project progress.

Depending on the number of projects in progress, the Bulsink team consists of about 200 to 300 professionals at any 
given moment. Most of them are active at the construction sites, both at home and abroad. There are also a considerable 
number of staff at the office: from engineers to BIM modellers and from visual designers to project managers.

‘Sustainability is not a 2030 thing. It’s a today thing.’

A practical example of sustainable construction: Reuse of interior elements for Rituals stores

In recent years, Rituals has been moving many of its smaller stores to larger locations. For each relocation, 
an assessment is made of what can be moved from the old store to the new one. On average, it appears 
that about a third of the interior can be reused. In addition, interior elements which are still good 
but not useful yet, are stored for future use in other stores. A sustainable and cost-effective solution.

See www.bulsink.com/careers for job opportunities and employee stories.

Shaping sustainability through your core values: what 
exactly do you mean by that? 

““At Bulsink, we work according to our B.U.I.L.D. core values. 
Brand-conscious. Ultra-fast. Inspiring. Leading. Determined. 
Everything we do, including our efforts in the field of 
sustainability, is related to one or more of these core values.”

“Ultra-fast, for example. By eliminating unnecessary steps in 
building processes, we primarily shorten lead times. At the 
same time, it improves sustainability. Inspiring: surprising 
a customer with that sustainable solution that I mentioned 
before. Leading: seeing opportunities rather than risks in 
adopting a different, more sustainable approach to building.”

Usually, interviews about sustainability are about 
Paris Proof Commitments and mandatory energy 
labels. You haven’t said anything about that yet … 

“Sustainability is not about having an A-label on your façade 
in 2030. Indeed, it is a great incentive. But, for me personally 
and for our organisation, sustainability is really a matter of 
intrinsic motivation. It’s not a 2030 thing. It’s a today thing.”
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Life after CME 

A sneak peek in the life of Daan Stoop

My name is Daan Stoop. I am 31 years old. Six years ago I received my master’s degree in construction 
management and engineering. Before this, I studied civil engineering. I was born and raised in Breda, moved 
to Eindhoven for my education, and am currently living in Boekel with my girlfriend and my kids. 

What made you decide to study construction 
management and engineering at the TU Eindhoven? 
    I am motivated to keep developing myself and to work 
on complex issues. After my studies in civil engineering 
I felt that I was not yet done, and that, besides my 
constructive engineering expertise, I desired knowledge 
of a wider range of topics. Therefore, I chose CME because 
it is a master’s that includes a varied range of subjects. 
I consciously chose to switch from civil engineering to 
the built environment because I believed that it was 
valuable to have knowledge in both areas. 

How has your life changed since graduating from 
Construction Management and Engineering?
   After my graduation project with Heijmans, I started a 
one-year management traineeship within the company. 
With this traineeship, you discover every facet of the 
company, from infrastructure to utility. You also get the 
chance to learn a lot about yourself. Especially this last 
part allows you to develop as a professional. Just out of 
school, you often wonder where your interests really lie 
and what you are actually good at. It can sometimes be 
difficult to answer this last question in a program as wide 
as CME. You learn the basics of many topics. Later, you 
discover that this has made you very flexible and agile in 
your approach and way of thinking. This has helped me 
tremendously. After my traineeship, I started as a design 
coordinator within the Infra Design department. During 
those three years, I worked on what was at the time 
the largest infrastructure project in the Netherlands: 
ZuidAsDok in Amsterdam. 
   
After the ZuidAsDok contract ended, I worked on several 
smaller projects, my most recent being the renovation 
of the Piet Hein Tunnel in Amsterdam. At the same time, 
I continued to develop myself within the company and, 
because of this, I became the team leader for the Virtual 
Building department, at the time a new department 
that we managed to successfully build within one 
year. For me, this resulted in the position I am in now, 
department head for the design management team. 
With this team, we work on all infrastructure projects 
and thus, are involved in the design phases of all these 

projects. It is in this phase that the skills learned at the 
TU/e pay dividends. You analyze a client’s wishes and put 
in place a clever plan with which you create a feasible 
and achievable design that can be delivered to our 
contractor. 

What is it exactly that you do now on a daily basis?
   At the moment my daily tasks involve leading the 
department. It is important that this team keeps 
performing at a high level. Among other things, I 
achieve this by strengthening the team with new talent. 
Furthermore, I work on several initiatives surrounding 
the Heijmans Strategy and Vision. One of the most 
important of these is the positioning of digitalization 
within our department. In the coming years, this will 
become a game-changer. However, to be ready for 
this means one has to be willing to make changes. Be 
it changes in behavior, type of people, or the correct 
implementation of all techniques such as 4D, AI, and 
parametric design.

Are there any things you wish you’d have done in your 
time as a student?  
   Perhaps studying abroad for one semester.

What is the best advice you ever got? Why did it turn 
out to be so useful?
   I would rather give a piece of final advice to everyone 
reading this. As a starting professional you are searching 
for your value within a company. I would sometimes 
feel inhibited to express my opinion just because I lack 
experience. What ended up being valuable for me was 
the mindset: ‘I have (different) ideas and, even though 
I am young and have little experience, they deserve to 
be heard’. Sometimes you see things happen that strike 
you as odd. Say something about this! Give your opinion! 
But also remain open-minded as to why some things 
are done the way they are. Your new insights will be a 
positive contribution to the company and the things you 
learn at this company will be a positive contribution to 
your experience. 

- Daan Stoop
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Life after CME 

A sneak peek in the life of Robert 

Schrama

My name is Robert Schrama. In 2006 I moved from Enschede to study Architecture in Eindhoven. After my 
graduation in 2013, I moved to Amsterdam to join my girlfriend Manon who already lived and worked there 
(and who by the way was the first female chairman of OfCourse). The same year, I started to work for The 
Stadium Consultancy, a small-scale consultancy firm for the development of stadiums and other sports 
facilities. Nine years and 50 stadium projects later, I still work for the same company, got married, and have 
two kids, Tess (2) and Boris (0).

What made you decide to study construction 
management and engineering at the TU Eindhoven? 
   I always wanted to be an architect, but during my third 
year, I started to realize that I was maybe a bit too rational 
to be a typical architect. In my search for another area of 
study, I decided to take a year off and become a board 
member of a fraternity (E.S.C). During this year, my one 
and only job was to manage the relocation project of this 
fraternity from the ‘Bunker’ near the university campus 
to a monumental building in the heart of the city nearby 
Stratumseind. The various aspects I had to manage, from 
design and planning to the technical, financial, legal, 
and even political side of the project, made me excited 
to continue working in this field and to study CME.

How has your life changed since graduating from 
Construction Management and Engineering?
   I already knew The Stadium Consultancy, who I had 
interviewed for my graduation project about the new 
Feyenoord stadium. I started working here in 2013, 
where my first project was the new Czech National 
Stadium in Prague. The aim was to develop a football 
stadium that could host matches for the UEFA EURO 
2020 tournament, including a design, business case, 
and bid book. In the beginning, my work was mainly to 
support my two colleagues. Nowadays, I manage my 
own projects and bring in my own clients.

What is it exactly that you do now on a daily basis?
   8h30: Driving to our office in Naarden, located in an 
old monastery within the fortress. 9h00: Online call with 
a client in the Middle East for a design review of a new 
40,000-seat stadium. 10h00: Working on the program 
of requirements for the redevelopment of a large 
recreational sports center. 12h30: walking to the bakery 
around the corner for a quick lunch. 13h00: Develop 
a financial model for a new stadium for Serie A club 
Fiorentina. Some days I get in the car at 17h30 to pick up 
the kids from day-care, and other days I have a meeting 
in Enschede or Groningen with a football club or the 
municipality until 21h00 in the evening.

What are the most valuable skills you have taken from 
CME in order to perform well in your work field? How 
would you advise students to acquire these skills?
   Looking at things from different perspectives and not 
only from an aesthetical, technical or financial point of 
view. Try working in many different group settings to 
help develop these skills.

Are there any things you wish you’d have done in your 
time as a student?  
   Study abroad.

What is the hardest thing about your current job? How 
are you dealing with that?
   One of the difficult things is that most professional 
football clubs have a certain sense of importance, which 
results in urgent requests with a short or strict deadline. 
Sometimes for multiple projects at the same time. The 
best way is to keep your cool and to prioritize: which 
requests are linked to an urgent follow-up step and 
which requests are more stand-alone and can be delayed 
without affecting the rest of the project schedule.

What is the best advice you ever got? Why did it turn 
out to be so useful?
   “Don’t be lazy.” Whatever your talents are, it always 
comes down to just doing what you can within your 
possibilities. I cannot say that I’m never lazy, but it’s just 
that I have experienced that all good things in life come 
from just doing it, instead of only thinking about it and 
procrastinating the things you have to do.

-Robert Schrama

My first stadium project (Prague)
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By Robin Pronk

After the Covid-dominated years, hope for a study trip was on the horizon again with measures being dropped left right 
and center. The study trip commission started working on a trip as early as November 2021. With no previous experience, 
barely any examples from previous trips, and a guideline book that was found only a month before we left, we set out to 
organize a study trip. Hopes of a march study trip were quickly abandoned after which we set our new target for week 
4 of quartile 4. After quite a bit of deliberating Athens was picked as our destination, resulting in a glorious study trip.

It all started when we left Eindhoven Airport for Athens 
on Monday afternoon the 16th of May. The flight was 
delayed by a good 90 minutes but that could not dampen 
our spirits. After all, this was one of the first big activities 
we could do again after the Covid-19 era. Upon arrival, we 
quickly dropped our bags at the hostel to enjoy the Athens 
night sky while filling up with Greek food and drinks.

Day 2 - City tour & Company visit

Day 1 - Journey to Athens

On Tuesday morning the program started with a city 
tour led by a very enthusiastic guide. He went on to tell 
us all about the many extraordinary Athenian buildings 
we walked past in the center of Athens. We got to learn 
about some of the architects, building backgrounds, and 
cultural significance. After a very quick lunch, we traveled 
to the Kaizen Campus, a project that was in the middle 
of the construction phase. Our contacts at ASPA S.A., an 
(urban) architecture firm, guided us through the project 
site and gave us insight into some of the design decisions 
and the internal smart solutions that were included in 
the project. They also discussed a very interesting design 
idea which included an external accessibility ramp in the 
center garden against the inside façade so as to reach 
the multiple stories of the building. The contractor was 
on site as well to tell us more about some of the on-site 
solutions. In the evening we went on to have dinner with 
the entire group during which there were some very 
much improvised speeches and loads of food. It was a 
very interesting day, a day with a lot of walking and a lot 
of sunshine, setting the standard for the rest of the week.
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Waking up on Wednesday we had a much-appreciated air-
conditioned van waiting for us outside to take us around 
town to visit the scheduled activities for the day. This 
day was fully hosted by Hill International. In the morning 
we went to visit the ambitious Astir Marina project. This 
project aims to create a luxurious marina second only 
to the Monaco harbour. A lot of big-time investors are 
involved in this project to try and make it as luxurious as 
possible. We were taken around the project site where, at 
the time, three quays were being constructed. There was 
activity everywhere with cranes, miners, and materials 
on boats floating all around the project. The day we were 
there they were breaking down the rocks at the bottom 
of the sea. The contractor was a very enthusiastic and 
well-spoken man which made this visit insightful and 
entertaining. When morning turned into midday we 
were taken to the next project; the Ellinikon project. 
This project is Europe’s biggest urban regeneration 
project. The aim is to create a metropolitan park where 
the previous Ellinikon International Airport was located. 
At the time, the project was still in the demolition 
phase. Over 1000 buildings were demolished to create 
room for this massive project. After driving around the 
property for a while with the contractor, to show us the 
sheer size of the project and its vision, we were taken 
to the Ellinikon Experience Centre where a model of 
the entire development area was shown and explained. 
This showed us the true ambition of this project. At the 
end of the day, we went to the beach to cool down a 
little bit after a very interactive and informative day.

Day 3 - Company visits & Beach
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Day 4 - Akropolis

Thursday would be the day where we would dive deep 
into the historical culture of Athens. In the morning 
we went out to the Akropolis museum where we 
had a tour guide explain to us all the intricacies of 
Athens’ most famous monument and some details 
about the construction of the museum. We then went 
on to visit the excavated remains of old buildings 
located underneath the museum. After we finished 
up the museum visit we went on to climb the hill 
upon which the Akropolis is located. The Akropolis is 

a very beautiful location. We saw fit to take our group 
photo there with the of CoUrsE! Flag, hoodies, and 
the logo of our study trip sponsor Adriaans Bouw
B.V. After the very satisfying visit to the Akropolis 
the group split up to visit Athens’ biggest and oldest 
food market and the picturesque neighborhood 
of Plaka. Everyone would go to sleep early this 
day as the next day the alarm would ring at six in 
the morning. This concluded our third full day in 
Athens and marked the halfway point of this week.
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Friday morning was an early one. The alarm went off at 
six in order to catch our ferry to the island of Aegina, 
the biggest island near Athens. Upon arrival on the 
island, we went to pick up our quads for the day. These 
quads allowed us to freely move around the island and 
visit all the sites. That day we would end up visiting 
the temple of Aphaia, the monastery of Agia Triada, 
a date farm, and enjoy a lunch by the sea. Our trip to 
the island ended with a visit to the beach. This was a 
more loosely organized day. Everyone was free to do 
as they pleased, the quads allowed everyone to do so 
and the island was large enough to allow for a full day 
of fun activities. After we got back from the island we 
went out to have a second group dinner with even more 
heavily improvised speeches and amazing food. After 
which we went out with the entire group for drinks.

Day 5 - Aegina island visit

Saturday and Sunday morning/ midday did not have 
a scheduled program. Everyone was free to do as they 
pleased and thus everyone did. Some museums were 
visited, beaches were laid upon, the sea was swum in, 
monuments were looked upon, and extensive meals 
were eaten. Going to the airport on Sunday afternoon we 
were a tired but also a very satisfied group of students. 
The week had been a fun and interesting ride, and the 
perfect interruption of our normal student schedule in 
Eindhoven. Coming back on Monday it was business as 
usual again; catching up with deadlines, going to work, 
and picking up where we had left off seven days earlier.

Day 6 & 7 - Free day & Journey home
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Obviously, this amazing studytrip would not be possible without the of CoUrsE studytrip comission that organized the 
trip from start to finish. 

Bonus pictures

Studytrip comission 2022

Robin 
Chairperson in title and consistancy only

Was responsible for the booking of the flights, 
the accommodations, and roughly a million 
other things   

Femke
Definitetly the most competent member of this 
group

Among other things, helped organize a whole 
day of educational activities. Became the de 
facto travel guide for the whole group. Never 
got us lost once.  

Marcel 
Only a little bit more fun than most germans

Organized the trip to Aegina from start to 
finish making himself an instant favorite 
within the group

Jean 
Is always available for all meat related questions

Helped organize the final group dinner by 
finding the best meat serving restaurant in the 
whole of Athens 
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Attempting to recreate “The Last Supper”
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Meet the 19.5th 

Board

Bart van der Cammen
Treasurer & Commissioner of !ntervisiE

Transitioning from an active 
member to the board of OfCoUrsE! 
has been a very fun experience. 
As treasurer, I learned many new 

things as I try to make sure we 
have enough funds to organize 

many fun and educational events. 

Sietse Touker
Chairperson

Of all the board members I have 
been with of CoUrsE! for the longest 
time. For that reason, I saw the 
role of chairman as the right fit. 
I want to improve my leadership 

qualities and recognize when I 
should take initiative. My aim is to 

make of CoUrsE! more visible at the 
TU/e, and ensure better communication

Janneke Bosma
Commissioner of Public Relations

I’m really glad I joined the board 
last half a year as PR. I had a lot of 
fun and attended some interesting 
workshops. I hope next year will be 
as good as the last one. I am really 
looking forward to the Lustrum!

Robin Pronk
Commissioner of Internal relations and 

Education 

Being a part of OfCoUrsE! this year, 
firstly as a member and secondly as a 
board member, has been a fun ride. 
Organizing the study trip, getting to 
know new students and picking up 
IR and Education has given me a nice 
challenge to work on besides my courses.

Amirhassan Beykian
Commissioner of Digital Communications 

I am excited for being part of the 
of CoUrsE! journey. As we decided 
to build a new website with more 
features. My task is to design the new 
website and make sure everything is 
up to date for the new academic year.

Jean van der Meer
Secretary 

Being an of CoUrsE! board member 
has been a lot of fun and very useful 
for personal growth. The activities as 
secretary helped me understand the 

tasks of a study association. I am very 
glad to be able to help out with the 

general management of this association.
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Do you want to get involved 

with the board?
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